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PITTSFIELD -- Rep. John Olver (D-First District) today requested                assistance from the Small Business Administration's (SBA) Disaster                Area 1 Office (New York) for victims of Sunday's fire on Spring                Street in Williamstown. The damage is estimated at $1 million which                includes structural loss to the buildings, loss of revenue, and                destroyed inventory and equipment.              

Olver said, "I have contacted the SBA's Area 1 Office and National                Office to ask for their immediate assistance. Disaster assistance                is a team effort, and I am glad that I am able to carry the ball                for the Town of Williamstown on the federal level."              

The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency conducts the initial                assessment of damage and prepares the formal application for disaster                assistance to the SBA. "I am confident that assistance for business                owners will be made available quickly," Olver said.              

If the fire meets SBA criteria, the Administrator of the SBA will                declare Berkshire County and neighboring counties eligible for disaster                assistance. At that time, business owners affected by the fire are                eligible to apply for low-interest disaster loans.              

The SBA has identified the Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program                (EIDL) as an opportunity to provide working capital to small businesses                located on Spring Street to assist them through the disaster recover                period.              

"I look forward to working closely with the SBA to expedite disaster                approval for Berkshire County so that assistance is readily available,"                Olver said.             
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